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for which the frequency theory possesses the greatest primafade
plausibility, the class of reference is selected by taking account
of some only of the known characteristics of the quaesitum, those
characteristics, namely, which are relevant in the circumstances.
In those cases in which one can admit that the probability can be
measured by reference to a known truth-frequency, the class of
reference is formed of propositions about which our relevant
knowledge is the same as about the proposition under considera-
tion. In these special cases we get the same result from the
frequency theory as from the Principle of Indifference. But
this does not serve to rehabilitate the frequency theory as a
general explanation of probability, and goes rather to show that
the theory of this Treatise is the generalised theory, compre-
hending within it such applications of the idea of statistical truth-
frequency as have validity.
' Relevance' is an important term in probability, of which
the meaning is readily intelligible. I have given my own defini-
tion of it already. But I do not know how it is to be explained
in terms of the frequency theory. Whether supporters of this
theory have fully appreciated the difficulty I much doubt. It is
a fundamental issue involving the essence of the peculiarity of
probability, which prevents its being explained away in terms
of statistical frequency or anything else.
12.  Yet perhaps a modified view of the frequency theory
could be evolved which would avoid this difficulty, and I proceed,
therefore, to some further criticisms.   It might be agreed that a
novel element must be admitted at this point, and that relevancy
must be determined in some such manner as has been explained
in earlier chapters.   "With this admission, it might be argued, the
theory would still stand, divested, it is true, of some of its original
simplicity, but nevertheless a substantial theory differing in
important respects, although not quite so fundamentally as
before, from alternative schemes.
The next important objection, then, is concerned with the
manner in which the principal theorems of probability are to be
established on a theory of frequency. This will involve an
anticipation in some part of later arguments; and the reader
may be well advised to return to the following paragraph after
he has finished Part H.
13.  Let us begin by a consideration of the * Addition Theorem.'